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Overview and Rationale
Journalism students must understand the meaning of the First Amendment and how it applies to our publication, The Insight.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· How does the First Amendment affect our school’s publication? 

· Is our publication an open forum, or does our school’s administration have the right to prior review?

· Critical Engagement Questions

· What information is contained in the First Amendment? How does that information affect our school’s publication?

· What free speech case law affects whether we have an open forum?

· What is prior review?  Does our school’s administration exercise their right to prior review of our publication?

Materials

· Five sets of index cards with five cards in each set.  On one card in each set, write one phrase from the First Amendment.  Each set of cards should contain all of the text for the First Amendment.  

· Five small prizes (pencil, candy, etc.) for the winner of the first activity on Day 1.

· A self-created PowerPoint presentation (or set of transparency overheads) that breaks down each phrase of the First Amendment

· Poster board and markers

· 25 LIVE FREE: First Amendment Awareness wrist bands (available from JEA.org)

· 25 copies of the handout First Amendment Rights of Public High School Student Journalists After Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (available from the Student Press Law Center).

· 25 copies of our Open Form Policy

Overviews and Timeline

This lesson is designed for block scheduling at 110 minutes per class.

Day 1
· Put students into teams, with five students in each team.  Each team stands in a line, front-to-back.  Give the person at the front of each line a set of the First Amendment index cards with instructions not to look at them until I say GO.  Tell the class that the first team to get their cards in order (and in the same order they are standing in) will win a fabulous prize.  The objective is for each team to get the phrases from the First Amendment into the correct order.  Give out prizes.

· After students return to their seats, ask them what the index cards “spelled out” (the text of the First Amendment).  Display the PowerPoint presentation (or transparencies) and explain what each clause means.  Emphasize freedom of speech and freedom of the press.

· Ask students to return to their first groups, but now work at tables.  Give each group a small poster board and markers.  Pose this question: If you were going to write an oath to uphold the values of the First Amendment in our school’s newspaper, what would your oath say?  Tell the students they are to write such an oath on their poster board.  The writing should be clear and brief.  Posters may be artistically embellished, as they will be displayed in our classroom.  Each group will present its oath.  All students will vote on their favorite oath.

· Hang the “winning” oath on our chalkboard.  Ask each student to stand (one at a time) and take our oath.  As soon as they’ve finished taking the oath, present each student with a LIVE FREE: First Amendment Awareness wrist band.  Teacher takes his/her oath last.  (I explain that I received mine at the ASNE Institute 2005 in Tampa, Florida, and that I wear it every day.)

· Ask students to take out note paper.  Give a brief lecture on the three cases that affect freedom of the press in high school publications (1943 West Virginia vs. Burnett, 1969 Tinker v. Des Moines, and 1983 Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier).

· Pass out the decision tree.  Walk through the handout with the students, asking them to determine the answer to each question for our newspaper.  Via class discussion and use of the decision tree, discuss these two questions:

1. Is our school an open forum?

2. When can school officials censor our publication?

· Homework: Number students off 1, 2, 1, 2, etc.  Have the “ones” write one-paragraph that points out the advantages of having a school newspaper an open forum.  Have the “twos” write a one-paragraph essay that points out the advantages of operating under prior review.  (The students will struggle with this, and that’s okay.  They need to be critical thinkers and try to puzzle out this on their own.)  DO NOT YET TELL STUDENTS WHAT OUR SCHOOL’S POLICY IS.  (Paragraph rubric below)

Day 2
· Review: Can anyone remember the First Amendment?  How about any clauses from it?  Re-display the First Amendment from the PowerPoint presentation.  Also, re-read our oath aloud to the class.
· Briefly review definitions of prior review and open forum.

· Write two columns on the board: Open Forum and Prior Review.  Collect homework essays and read them aloud to the class.  Discuss as I read.  As valid “pros” arise from the essays, write them on the board.  By now, students will be eager to know our school’s newspaper policy.

· Explain the policy regarding open forum / prior review of our school (open forum with notification given to the principal on controversial topics).

· Pass out our policy statement and have students place it in their Newspaper Handbook.  (The Insight is an open forum for student expression where the student editors make the decisions about the content of the publication.)

· Our principal (by prior arrangement) concludes this lesson by discussing the service and responsibility our newspaper provides to the school.

Assessments (description included in the above activities)

1. Students will write an oath to the First Amendment

2. Students will write short essays pointing out the pros of prior review and open forum
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Essay Rubric

Assignment: Write a one-paragraph essay that points out the advantages of operating under prior review OR in an open forum (you were assigned one position to defend).

	Task
	Value
	Your Score

	Paragraph only defends prior review OR open forum
	10
	

	Clear and specific topic sentence
	10
	

	Essay includes a definition of prior review and open form
	10
	

	Three supporting advantages
	30
	

	Strong and decisive conclusion
	10
	

	                                                                  Total Points
	70
	


